


Connecting + Collecting
the VOICES of our country’s

YOUTH through
the FUNDRED DOLLAR BILL 

PROJECT

$300 Million
in Creative Cash
to be picked up &

Delivered
to Washington, D.C.

7,000 lbs 
of

signed artworks



The HEALTH of CHILDREN across the NATION
is POISONED by the VERY GROUND they PLAY ON

In New Orleans 
86,000 properties 
are estimated to have
unsafe levels of lead
in the soil and 30% of 
the inner city childhood 
population is affected 
by lead poisoning.

OPERATION PAYDIRT 
enlists the science

to neutralize the lead
in the soil

Basophilic stippling found
in lead poisoned blood

OPERATION PAYDIRT is an art/science project with a critical mission: to support a solution to lead-contaminated soil 
in New Orleans and to help end this form of childhood lead poisoning.  If lead poisoning leads to poor performance in 
the schools, learning disabilities, and juvenile delinquency, as all studies indicate, this project has the potential to 
counteract one environmental factor that contributes to undermining the health of society. 

OPERATION PAYDIRT has two parts: PAYDIRT and FUNDRED 

PAYDIRT brings together the science to transform the lead so that it is no longer harmful and a plan with the potential 
of creating a model for all cities facing the threat of lead-contaminated soil.  Results of test sites in New Orleans are 
establishing a scientifically verifiable process of mineral neutralization of lead found above tolerable thresholds and a 
citywide implementation strategy.  

FUNDRED is a nationwide project designed to raise awareness of this environmental threat and collect the funds 
necessary for such an undertaking.  Students across the country are currently drawing FUNDRED DOLLAR BILLS
- original, hand drawn interpretations of $100 bills.  The FUNDRED DOLLAR BILL “artworks” made by students will 
be collected by armored truck and delivered to Washington D.C. in the Spring of 2010, where an even exchange of the 
value of their art currency for actual funds will be requested.  

The goal is to support the rebuilding of New Orleans as a lead safe city from
“below the ground up.”  New Orleans can then become a model for dealing with

lead contamination, an issue affecting almost every major city in the country.

The FUNDRED DOLLAR BILL PROJECT
is the method

to move CONGRESS to ACT

Together WE CAN unlock the
FUNDS & SOLUTION to PROTECT

what is TRULY VALUABLE

As it makes the 18,000 mile journey across the U.S.A. to 
gather every drawing donated, our armored truck will be 
fueled by used vegetable oil, collected from school cafeterias.

Neighborhood Soil Lead Concentrations in the City of 
New Orleans (Dr.H. Mielke, et al.)



Organizing Principal
Mel Chin

Scientific Principals
Andrew Hunt, Ph.D.,		  University of Texas, Arlington
Howard Mielke, Ph.D.	  	 Tulane / Xavier Center for 
				       Bioenvironmental Research

PAYDIRT Citywide Implementation Development Team
Dan Etheridge			   Tulane School of Architecture
Doug Meffert			   Deputy Director Tulane / Xavier Center
				       for Bioenvironmental Research
Elizabeth Mossup		  LSU, Director Landscape Architecture
	
The FUNDRED DOLLAR BILL PROJECT is sponsored by the 
generous support and in-kind contributions of the following 
foundations, institutes, companies, and individuals. 

Funding
Transforma Projects
National Performance Network
Creative Capital
Nathan Cummings Foundation
Joan Mitchell Foundation
CrossCurrents Foundation
Project Row Houses
University of Arkansas-Fulbright College of Arts & Sciences
South Texas Charitable Trust

Outreach Leader
Art:21

Notable Operatives
Teacher Institute of Contemporary Art
KQED Educational Network: SPARK
University of Arkansas
New York State Art Teachers Association

Thousands of drawings are waiting to be picked up and millions are
expected.  We need help to ensure that the creative voices are heard
so that we can create a lead-safe environment for children to grow up
in.  We need support for the science, national outreach, and 
nationwide pick-up of FUNDREDS.

National Performance Network, a 501(c)(3), is accepting contributions 
on our behalf.  Contributions are fully tax-deductible.
Contact Stephanie Atkins at:  stephanie@npnweb.org

to find out more about the project, go to fundred.org


